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SEGMENT ONE  (TRT: 8:28)

(:00- 2:02)Grant and Martha welcome listeners to "a special edition of 'A Way with Words." The subject is counting-out rhymes, like this one. 

One-ery, two-ery, six and seven,

Holy bone, crack-a-bone, ten and eleven;

Spit, spot, it must be done,

Twiddle-um, twaddle-um, twenty-one.

Children use them for things like choosing who's going to be "It" in a game of hide-and-seek. 

The hosts discuss this and other counting-out rhymes, then forward-promote the coming pledge break before taking a question from Caller #1. 

CALL #1:  (2:02-7:12)

A Chicago truck driver named Ron tells the story of stopping off at a restaurant on a foggy night in Minnesota, only to be mystified by these words on the menu: "We cook off our potatoes." 

The waitress doesn't have an answer, so Ron is left to wonder: Do they pre-cook their potatoes? Do they reheat them? Are the potatoes so hot they're able to cook off of them? Do they enter the potatoes in cook-offs? 

Grant and Martha puzzle over this question and give him the likely answer.

(7:12 – 8:28)

After the call, they discuss variations of a related counting-out rhyme: One potato, two potato, three potato, four . . . 
The hosts forward-promote the fundraising pitch.


End of Segment 1:

--------------------------

G: You can do that right now by calling this number. Onery, two-ery, six and seven. 


[LOCKOUT]

G: Oh no, wait. Here's the REAL number to call!

SEGMENT TWO (TRT: 9:18)

(:00 -1:38)The hosts discuss more childhood rhymes. Step on a crack, break your mother's back . . . I asked my mother for 15 cents to see the elephant jump the fence  . . .

Grant shares one he sings to his toddler in the bathtub: 

Miss Lucy had a baby,

She named him Tiny Tim

She put him in the bathtub to see if he could swim.

He drank up all the water, 

He ate up all the soap, 

He tried to swallow the bathtub,

But it wouldn't fit down his throat.

This reminds Martha of another bathtub song:

Annabelle, where are you going?

Upstairs to take a bath.

Annabelle has legs like toothpicks,

And a neck like a giraffe . . .

(Needless to say, this little ditty ends badly.) The hosts take Caller #2:

CALL #2: (1:38-4:06)

What's an "O-a O-a"? Joe from San Diego says his family used this term for the cardboard tube left after all the toilet paper's gone from a role. Martha tells Joe that according to a book about "family words," these things go by lots of other names as well, including daw-daw, drit-drit, and hoo-hoo.

The hosts take Caller #3.


CALL #3: (4:06-8:42)

What's up with celebrities and politicians talking about themselves in the third person? (Former Senator Bob Dole was so notorious for doing this that "Saturday Night Live" did a whole parody on it.) Jamie from Pittsburgh says she's hearing this more and more -- most recently from Illinois Senator Roland Burris. She finds it annoying and condescending. 

Martha explains that there is a word for this practice: "illeism." The hosts discuss some theories about why public figures in particular may be inclined to do so.

(8:46-9:18) The hosts forward-promote the upcoming episode of "Slang This!" with this week's special contestant, Roy Blount Jr., from NPR's "Wait, Wait, Don't Tell Me!"

End of Segment 2:

--------------------------

G: But first, we need to ask you to support the kind of thoughtful programs you count on from this radio station. If you're a word lover, let them know what programs like this mean to you. 


[LOCKOUT]

M: Here's the number to call right now.

SEGMENT 3 (TRT: 7:15)

(:00 – 6:57)The hosts welcome Roy Blount Jr. for the show's weekly slang quiz. Roy shares his favorite slang term, "sitting dead on cheese." (No, it's not a poignant obituary for a mouse. It's a baseball phrase.)

Today's slang game is specifically about Southern slang.  Grant asks Roy to choose which is the right definition of three different slang terms:

"Blow a fist" 

a) shoot rocks and rubbish out of a potato gun 

b) to make a hooting, horn-like sound through cupped hands.

"Duckins"

a) overalls made from rough cotton fabric

b) leather boots laced up to one's knees.

"Pinder"

a) a peanut

b) an unripe ear of corn.

(6:58- 7:15)The hosts thank Roy for playing, then invite listeners to support their local public radio station.


End of Segment 3:


------------------------

M: But first, we hope you'll take this opportunity to let your public radio station know about the kind of programming that's important to you. If you value lifelong learning, then let them know you appreciate A Way with Words and all the other informative shows that public radio has to offer. 


[LOCKOUT]

M: Here's the number.

SEGMENT 4 (TRT: 8:18)

(:00 – 1:22)Martha shares a Welsh counting rhyme she learned from her grandfather.

Ain, tain, tethery, fethery, pip

Sithum, lithum, dithum, darum, dik

Ain dik, tain dik, tether dik, fether dik, bunkit. 

Ainy bunkit, tainy bunkit, tethery bunkit, fethery bunkit, jaggum.

The hosts take the show's final call.

Caller #4: (1:22 – 6:37)

Mark, a Dallas caller, wonders about the name of a favorite sauce called "slang jang." It contains chopped tomatoes, green peppers, onions, vinegar, and spices. Mark says: "It makes black-eyed peas taste so much better!" The hosts discuss the Texas roots of this recipe and the possible origin of its name.

(6:37-7:48)Martha discusses colloquial expressions used to get people to calm down ("don't get your knickers in a twist," "don't get your longjohns in a tizzy"), and reads an email from a Forth Worth listener who adds one more to the list: "Don't make me get the panty-pluckers out!"

End of Segment 4:

---------------------------------------

M: Please call right now to invest in yourself and in your future by investing in public radio.


[LOCKOUT]

G: Here's the number.

